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1896-1899 and Haldane came to lunch.   There was much discussion between us as
Age 42-47 to the possibility of my leaving the Bar and leading the party, but we
all agreed that in the first instance the lead ought to be offered to
Campbell-Bannerman, whom I and all would loyally support.
The same day I had a letter from Acland, strongly condemning what
had been done and on the following Monday (19th) one in a similar sense
of greater length from Fowler, H. in one of his communications to F.
. said that the resolution now announced had been formed 4 months ago.
I wrote that day (19th) to Campbell-Bannerman, re-stating my own
view of the situation, urging him if he could see his way to it to take the
lead, and assuring him in that event of my own loyal support.
On the 21st (Wed.) I received his reply.1 His criticism of the " per-
formance of the twin brethren " was not wanting in strength or pertinence,
and as to the future his words were : " I am not my own candidate and
will do my best to help another far more merrily than I should ask help
for myself." On the whole I gathered that he had an open mind as to
his own position. I read the letter to Fowler, who called on me the same
afternoon at the Temple, and he took the same view of it. We talked
over the whole case, and he expressed the opinion that there were only two
possible successors to H., C.-B, or myself, and added warmly that he
was perfectly content to serve loyally with either. I told him that in
my opinion C.-B. had from every point of view the prior claim:
that to me personally to take the place now would from a private and
family point of view be a very serious matter ; and in the end he agreed
to write to C.*B, himself in the same sense as I had already done.
(Signed) H. H. A.
The letters referred to in Asquith's memorandum were as
follows:
Sir William Harcourt to Asquifh.
malwood,
lyndhtjbst,
Dec. 12, '98.
Secret.
MY BEAU ASQTJITH,
The transactions that are going on secretly and publicly on the
subject of the future leadership have led me to a decision about it that
will not surprise you. The situation has been intolerable. I have resolved
not to appear in the House of Commons in the approaching session in
the capacity of Leader of the Opposition.
I need not say I have no intention of leaving Parliament but I have
come to the conclusion that I can render more service to the Liberal
Party and the country in the independent position of a Private Member-
I wish at the same time to thank you and the rest of my colleagues
fear the support which you have given me in the arduous and difficult
dwfcy which I have been called upon for some years to discharge.
1 See p. 124.

